
Second Sunday of Advent – C 
 
If St. Luke were writing his Gospel today, he might have started with something 
such as:  
 
In the seventh year of the papacy of Francis, bishop of Rome, when António 
Guterres was secretary general of the United Nations, and Joseph Biden was 
president of the United States, the world, plagued by climate change and still 
reeling from the COVID-19 pandemic, wondered where to find signs of hope. 
 
At the beginning of his gospel Luke explains what he is going to do.  He says, “I 
too have decided, after investigating everything accurately anew, to write it down 
in an orderly sequence for you…so that you may realize the certainty of the 
teachings you have received.” (Lk. 1:3-4) 
 
With his reference to the emperor and other noteworthy person of the time. Luke 
puts a “stake in the ground” of history to make sure his readers understand that 
Jesus was not a mythical figure like the Greek gods, but a living breathing person 
who did indeed walk the face of the earth. He wants his readers to understand just 
how the story he is about to tell plays a role in the unfolding of human history. 
 
What putting that “stake in the ground” of history does as well is acknowledge that 
all the following generations would have to pay attention to their own concrete 
situation in history when reading his Gospel.  We would have to take account of all 
the things that are affecting it.  
 

• The state of the world's health and environment;  
• the preponderance of various forms of armed conflict in some places and the 

havoc they cause,  
• but that contrasted with the relative peace in other places;  
• the disparity between rich and poor;  
• racism, division, lack of faith and anti-religious activities;  
• but also social activism, religious devotion and people being energized to 

reach out to others;  
 
If the Gospel is to have meaning for our time, all these are elements of the 
environment within which we must apply it. 
 
  



Although Luke probably never met John the Baptist, he knew people who had, and 
who remembered John's message because of his relation to Jesus.  Luke paints 
John as the last and greatest of the prophets of the age that was coming to an end 
and shows how John applied Isaiah's 600-year-old message to his own day.  
 
John combined tradition and his own unique ritual to gear people up, to draw their 
attention to their world so that they could decipher God's fingerprints and the echo 
of God's voice in what they saw and heard happening around them. 

He takes on the role of preparing the time and space for God and the people to 
encounter one another. Like Isaiah, he calls on his people to level the slopes, 
straighten the curves and smooth the roads of their lives so that they can encounter 
God's saving power among them. 

How were they to do that? They would have to engage in a thoroughgoing 
conversion and undergo a ritual of baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We can’t really use the word “repentance” for the radical message John preached. 
That would be too tame.   We can be sorry for something without ever really 
seeing the need for a complete change in the course of our life.  Luke uses the 
word metanoia to describe the conversion he understands is required.   

It has the added meaning, beyond mere repentance, of the experience of allowing 
ourselves to be lured outside of what we know, beyond our self-concepts, our 
standard ways of thinking and doing, and our assessment of current affairs.  

It empowers us to see the hope lurking in the combination of current events, our 
own story, and the history of salvation. Metanoia is a turnaround, a revision of 
everything we know. It carries us into a new vision of life. 

In essence, John invited people to experience what he had experienced: the 
freedom of knowing that God was about to do something great with them.  

The people who went to John's baptism were symbolically removing their 
mourning clothes and equipping themselves, as the first reading indicates, to take 
the road of transformation — of themselves and their history. 

  



Second Sunday of Advent – C 
 
That was then. What about now?  Is the Gospel just a history lesson about some 
people who got enthralled way back when by a message of hope, or does it have 
something to do with us? 

History records that after each massive world crisis — the Black Death, world 
wars, mass migration, colonialism, etc. — we see the resurgence of a search for 
meaning. Religious vocations rise and multitudes turn to God anew with the 
feeling that surviving the crisis has reoriented them. People reevaluate their lives. 

Could that be the call our Scriptures are offering us during this Advent season? Do 
we want and are we capable of a 21st-century metanoia? Are we ready to help 
bring it about? 

The thing about genuine conversion or metanoia is that we can't plan it. It is God's 
gift, offered in a particular moment of history — a grace of insight that shakes us 
up and turns us around. All we can do is be open to it and take heart in the fact that 
others also are opening to it.  We can gather with them and accompany one another 
on the adventure God offers us with this new Advent, this new church year which 
is just begun. 

The time is right. 


